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Kearney Park Board Minutes--Tuesday May 21st, 2019 meeting 

 

On Tuesday May 21st, 2019, the Kearney Park Board met for its monthly 

meeting.  Jeff Couchman called the meeting to order. Members present were Jeff 

Couchman, Connie Crawford, Kristi Mayo, Lisa Haney, Tiffany Kirkland, and 

Dan Holt.  Staff member present was Eric Marshall. Julie Jones was absent, and 

Ryan was sick. 

 

Approval of Minutes- Tiffany made a motion to accept the minutes of the April  

16th, 2019 meeting as presented.  Dan seconded the motion and passed 6-0. 

 

Public Requests and Petitions—  Wendy Sangster, Community Forester, from 

the Missouri Department of Conservation came before the board to recognize 

Kearney, with their Tree City USA flag, updated stickers for the signs, and tell the 

board what all is involved by spending monies allocated for trees, volunteer 

hours, watering of trees, and any other labor involved to reach our quota.  Wendy 

informed the board she looks forward to continuing working with City of Kearney 

in the Tree City program.  The board thanked Wendy for coming, and sharing 

what all is involved by being a Tree City USA community.  

 

 

Old Business—Eric discussed the latest they knew about Lions Park Master Plan.  

Eric told members that he had spoken via phone with Bonnie Ricord, from the 

LWCF office, and would be meeting with both Bonnie Ricord and Rebecca Rost 

with the grants program.  Mayor, Jim, Ryan and myself will be doing a 

walkthrough of Lions Park, allowing questions or comments they may have that 

was not answered in the actual grant process.  We will meet on June 4th. 

 

Eric commented that we have started our season of youth baseball and softball…. 

however, we are really behind with the rain we have received this spring.  We will 

and are scheduling rainouts, and will be making the games up as we can.  Teams 

have been for the most part, understanding of the rain situation, but understand 

their frustration of them planning vacations.  We have approximately the same 

number of participants this year as last year, with 19 teams participating with 

Smithville to form leagues, minus T-Ball, as we do this league here, just with our 

kids Eric explained to the board members that our competitive girls league is 

consisting of 8 teams and that too is way behind schedule due to the weather, but 

will keep pushing games back, as they just play once per week.  

 

New Business    
Eric told the board, that we are in the process of interviewing candidates for the 

full-time position of park laborer, as the person we did have hired, went back to 

his old job.  We also now have two part time seasonal help as in years past, and 

they have begun working for the parks department.  They are Kole Watson, and 

Jaxon Kutch.  Each has been our summer help in prior years, so they know what 

needs done for preparing fields, and maintaining the parks. 

Theater in the park will once again be held in Lions Park, and KHCT will once 

again be in charge of the performance.  “Godspell” will be the name of the 
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performance, and dates for this are July 19-20 beginning at 8 pm.  We will 

reimburse KHCT on an invoice-based system, this way we are able to track 

expenditures from them, as they turn those in to us for payment. 

Eric wanted to let the board know that Larry Pratt has contacted and secured an 

additional 3-year contract with NKC beverage as a sponsor for the Amphitheater 

and pavilion payment.  Eric told the board and Larry we are really grateful for 

this, as this contract will then take us through the end of the lease purchase 

agreement on the pavilion.  NCK pays $12,000 per year to the City of Kearney.  

Board members also thanks Larry for his continued support and obtaining the 

contract with NKC Beverage. 

 

Amphitheater – Eric stated that the Amphitheater season is to kick off Memorial 

Day weekend, and is looking forward to a fun season, especially with the cost of 

tickets being lower this year for the concerts.  Eric told members that the brochure 

is in front of them, and is theirs to keep, with other brochures being distributed in 

and around Kearney and surrounding town.   

 

STAFF COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT    
With there being no further business on the agenda, a motion was made by Dan 

Holt and seconded by Connie Crawford to adjourn.  

 

Approved: _____________________                       Attest: _________________ 

                  Jeff Couchman Chairperson                           Julie Jones Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 
 


